
    

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

THE CHRONICLE OF THE PRIVATE ISLAND OF PANGKOR LAUT 

 

Pangkor Laut, Malaysia: Pulau Pangkor Laut or Pangkor Laut as it is popularly known, is a small 

continental island of approximately 120 hectares (300 acres). It is located one and a half kilometers 

(one nautical mile) to the south east of the main island of Pangkor, off the west coast of Peninsular 

Malaysia. Pangkor Laut boasts of a prestigious geographical address at 4°14' North, 100°34' East on 

the world map. It is truly a tropical isle with rocky outcrops and white sandy beaches fringed by the 

rainforest whose luxuriance is supported by the copious rainfall and warm tropical sun. 

 

A British Colonel, Freddy Spencer Chapman DSO, was one of the first Europeans to make Pangkor 

Laut his destination for thirty-six hours in May 1945. After spending three and a half years in hiding 

from the Japanese in the jungles of Malaya, Spencer Chapman made his way to Pangkor Laut’s 

Emerald Bay to escape by submarine. Despite the short visit, the beauty and tranquility of the resort 

left a great impression on Spencer Chapman and his time on the island is detailed in his book “The 

Jungle is Neutral.” 

 

Around the year 1960, the late Sultan of Perak, Sultan Idris Iskandar Shah discovered the peace and 

tranquility of Pangkor Laut with its beautiful beaches and mystical tropical forest. Although he never 

had the chance to live on the island, His Royal Highness made frequent day trips occasionally inviting 

special guests to enjoy the beauty of Pangkor Laut. 

 

Pangkor Laut has all the trappings of a world class resort. It was in this light that the then Sultan of 

Perak, Sultan Idris Shah saw the tourism potential of this island. In 1982 His Highness approached 

YBhg. Tan Sri Dato’ (Dr) Francis Yeoh, Managing Director of Yeoh Tiong Lay Corporation (YTL 

Corp) with the idea of building a resort on the island. 
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The beautiful natural features on the island at once captured YBhg. Tan Sri Dato’ (Dr) Francis Yeoh’s 

imagination and fired his enthusiasm which has not waned since. Almost immediately YTL Corp set 

about preparing plans for the birth of the project. The resort, albeit in somewhat humble beginnings, 

was initially named Pansy Resort and officially declared open by former Prime Minister of Malaysia, 

the Honorable Tun Dato` Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad on 18 July 1985. Sadly, Sultan Idris Shah passed 

away before the completion of the resort and did not see his dream come to fruition. Nonetheless, His 

Highness had not dreamt in vain. 

 

As the popularity of the resort increased, YBhg. Tan Sri Dato’ (Dr) Francis Yeoh saw its growing 

potential. He wanted to improve and expand the original developments and set about making plans for 

an additional phase at Coral Bay at the southeastern end of the island. 

 

Coral Bay opened in December 1990 and became the first and only resort in Malaysia featuring villas 

on stilts over the sea. At about the same time the Royal Bay was closed for redevelopment. Over the 

years, the economy of Malaysia grew and YTL Corp’s success and fortunes likewise grew with it. 

More than ever, YBhg. Tan Sri Dato’ (Dr) Francis Yeoh was determined to establish a world class 

resort on the island. This resulted in another construction phase of the resort at Royal Bay. 

 

Opened on 1 July 1993, the newly enhanced Pangkor Laut Resort with just 126 air-conditioned villas, 

may well be the most exotic luxury resort in Asia. Its Sea Villas are on stilts over the emerald green 

waters while the Beach Villas are right by the white sandy beach. The Hill Villas, perched 

dramatically on slopes in the midst of the rainforest, offer breathtaking views of the bay below. 

 

From the 35-metre lap pool and frog pool, tennis courts, jacuzzi and air-conditioned fitness centre to 

the television lounge, Pangkor Laut Resort has extensive facilities to offer even the most discerning 

guest. In essence Pangkor Laut very much resembles an idyllic traditional Malay village with a very 

welcome addition of modern luxuries. The idea is simple but the experience is sublime. 
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On 24 March 1994, Pangkor Laut Resort was officially launched by the former Prime Minister of 

Malaysia, Tun Dato’ Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad. To mark the occasion, opera maestro, Luciano 

Pavarotti, was invited to sing to a specially invited audience under the island’s idyllic surroundings. 

Luciano Pavarotti was invited once again to the resort to officially open Spa Village Pangkor Laut on 

6 September 2002. 

 

As early as 1993, Pangkor Laut Resort collected the Prime Minister’s Award for Quality in the 

Prestige Category, and FIABCI’s (Federation Internationale des Administrateurs de Bien-Conseils 

Immobiliers) Award of Distinction for Malaysia’s Best Resort Development. The above awards were 

followed by a string of others in the later years. As the popularity of the resort flourished, YBhg. Tan 

Sri Dato’ (Dr) Francis Yeoh, Managing Director of YTL, improved on the original concept and over 

the next few years embarked on a remarkable reconstruction and refurbishment programme creating 

Pangkor Laut Resort as it is today – “One Island, One Resort”. 

 

# # # 

 

About Pangkor Laut Resort 

Pangkor Laut Resort is an exclusive luxury resort situated on a private island off the west coast of 

Malaysia. This piece of paradise is surrounded by secluded bays and pristine beaches, which house 

140 luxury villas and suites, including 8 exclusive estates and the award-winning Spa Village Pangkor 

Laut. Only a fraction of the island’s 300 acres have been developed, leaving most of its two million 

year-old rainforest untouched. The Resort’s numerous international accolades include ‘Number One in 

the World’ by Condé Nast Traveler. www.pangkorlautresort.com  

http://www.pangkorlautresort.com/


    

 

 
About YTL Hotels 

YTL Hotels owns and manages a prestigious collection of award-winning resorts, hotels, boutique 

experiences and Spa Villages with a hospitality footprint across Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, China, 

Japan, Australia, France and the United Kingdom, including Pangkor Laut Resort, voted the world’s 

best resort in 2003 by Condé Nast Traveller UK. The group also co-owns the Eastern & Oriental 

Express luxury train. The Gainsborough Bath Spa, the only hotel in Bath to be part of the Leading 

Hotels of the World’s collection of legendary hotels, was named one of the Top 10 Hotel Spas in 

Europe. Set in the heart of Bath, a World Heritage Site, this unique heritage gem exclusively offers the 

only natural thermal spa within a hotel in the United Kingdom. 

 

YTL Hotels’ global expansion celebrates its decades long relationship with Marriott International 

through the ownership management of Sydney Harbour Marriott Hotel, Brisbane Marriott Hotel, 

Melbourne Marriott Hotel, The Ritz-Carlton Koh Samui, The Ritz-Carlton Kuala Lumpur and JW 

Marriott Kuala Lumpur and recently includes The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur, Hotel Stripes Kuala 

Lumpur, The Glasshouse Hotel - Edinburgh and Threadneedles Hotel – London in affiliation with the 

brand’s Autograph Collection. The partnership also encompasses the future development of the first 

Ritz-Carlton Reserve that will complement YTL Hotels’ overall master plan for Niseko Village in 

Japan. 

 

With each new experience that it presents, the company strives to embrace and highlight the natural 

essence of culture, character and tradition of its surroundings. YTL Hotels is the hospitality arm of 

YTL Corporation Berhad. Visit www.ytlhotels.com for more information and follow us on our social 

media platforms for #TreasuredPlaces #TreasuredMoments 

 
Facebook : www.facebook.com/ytlhotels 
Instagram : www.instagram.com/ytlhotels 
YouTube : www.youtube.com/ytlhotels 
 

IMAGES: 

For high-resolution images, please visit www.ytlhotels.com/mediagallery. For reservations and 

enquiries, please contact the YTL Travel Centre directly in Malaysia at +60 3 2783 1000 or email 

travelcentre@ytlhotels.com.my.    

 

 

FOR MEDIA ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 

Geraldine Dreiser 
Vice President, Marketing & Communications 
Email: geraldine@ytlhotels.com.my  
Tel: +603 2719 8105 

Jessica Yong 
Director, Marketing & Communications 
Email: jessica_yong@ytlhotels.com.my 
Tel: +603 2719 8105 
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